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County Agent’s Notes:                                                                                              March 6, 2000 
 
Care of fruit and pecan trees 
 
By: Dr. Ernie Flint 
 
 Considering the kind of spring we have had so far, I can’t imagine what might happen 
weatherwise during the remainder of the month of March.  If the old adage that “If March comes 
in like a lamb it will go out like a lion” is true, there may be little reason to spend money and 
time spraying fruit trees.  But then if you do nothing to protect young fruit buds from insects and 
diseases, you are virtually guaranteed a failure on fruit and nut production.   
 Most peach, plum, and pear trees are in full bloom now.  After petals fall off, these trees 
should receive an application of a combination of insecticide and fungicide to head off problems. 
In home orchards, the application recommended is a solution of two tablespoons of 50 percent 
Captan fungicide plus three tablespoons of 50 percent Sevin WP and two tablespoons of 50 
percent malathion EC in one gallon of water.  Add to this two tablespoons of liquid soap to 
improve coverage.  Check the labels of these products carefully to make sure they are the correct 
concentration, and follow the directions for use.  
 There is an increasing interest in producing fruit organically, and I encourage this 
although the fact is that control of insects and diseases will likely not be as good as when 
pesticides are used.  The organic equivalent for the application following petal fall would be a 
combination of sulfur, hydrated lime (pickling lime), vinegar, and liquid soap with about 2 
ounces of each of these materials per gallon of water.  Thoroughly wet the tree with this solution 
after most of the petals have fallen off, and then do it again about a week later.  There are several 
combinations of these and other materials which are used by organic gardeners, but this one is 
very easy to mix and it works about as well as any of them.  One particular insect , the tree borer, 
escapes this mixture, and has to be dealt with specifically.  You can whitewash the trunks with 
hydrated lime solution and apply hardwood ashes or hydrated lime around the base of trunks. 
 Another fruit grower’s technique that works well with or without pesticides is to trap 
insects in bottles hung with string from fruit tree limbs.  Make up a small amount of a mixture of 
honey or molasses with vinegar and place two tablespoons of this in each bottle.  When moths 
come to lay their eggs in your trees they will be attracted to the sweet and sour solution and 
become trapped.     
 It’s still not too late to prune and fertilize fruit trees.  The main idea of pruning is to thin 
out the tree so that sunlight can get into the canopy of the tree.  Sunlight is very effective at 
deterring insects and diseases.  If you haven’t fertilized and limed your trees do that too, 
applying about five pounds of a low-strength fertilizer like 6-8-8 and about ten pounds of 
agricultural lime per tree.  Distribute these materials as evenly as possible over an area just larger 
than the canopy of the tree.  Most of what I have mentioned so far has been for peach, plum, and 
pear trees, but these things work for apples as well. 
 For figs, just thin out the plant, cutting out stems until there are around twenty main 
stems to bear fruit.  Fertilize and lime the soil around fig trees in much the same way as 
described above.  I know this is something many of you don’t think about, but lime is probably 
the most important thing for any of our fruit plants with the exception of blueberries. Without 
lime many of the other things you do will be wasted effort. 
 Pecans will soon be budding, and at that time all trees should be treated for the little 
insect called phylloxera.  Two applications should be made; the first at bud break and the second 
about seven to ten days later.  Most trees old enough to produce will require spraying by a 
professional because few if any homeowners have the equipment to do the job.  Fertilization and 
liming can still be done.  A tree with a ten-inch trunk will need at least 15 pounds of 6-8-8 and 
about 25 pounds of agricultural lime.     
 As I am sitting here writing, another opportunity for rain has bypassed our area, further 
lessening our chances for good soil moisture going into the spring growing season.  With this in 
mind, we probably need to start thinking about how we can supplement the amount of water 
available for fruit trees and other plants we want to grow.  Almost without question the best way 
to water fruit trees and pecans is with drip irrigation.  You can spend a lot of money on this type 
of system, or you can use containers with tiny pinholes, filling the containers about every week 
in dry weather.  Covered containers work best because debris does not get in to clog the drip 
hole.  
 Unless we get rain, we will not be able to grow crops of any kind this year.  Of course, 
we will receive rain, but the amount may be the problem.  All we can do now is to prepare to 
grow things as usual and let nature do the rest.  Call us when you need our help.    
